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Date: Sunday 3rd November 2013 

Time: 13:00 

Venue: Emirates Arena, Glasgow 

 

Attendees 

Neil Renton Lesley Kennedy Kirst MacArthur Tina Miller 

Robert Ovens Franco McSherry Andy Redman Anne Davis 

Phil Davies Stephen Moffatt Paul McGreal Jill Stevenson 

Geoff Earl David Jack Pamela Sneddon Gemma Simpson 

Jane Moncrieff Stephen Morrow John Taylor Graham Murdoch 

Robert McCulloch George Kelly Gordon McKeirnan Gerry Moy 

Kirstin Roney Richard Pearson Carol-Anne Brodie Gemma Gibb 

Julie Thomson Stewart Bailey Linda McLean  Stewart Thomson 

Karl Zeiner Gavin Calder Dave Kingston Alan Bremner 

Jane Scott Catriona Morrison Nicola Freedman David Boyle 

Liz Steele John Hagemeister Gordon Thomson Susan Ferguson 

Douglas Wood Derek Halley Toby Vint Diane Ford 

Callum Adam Nock Oswald Des Merrigan Drew Matheson 

Doug MacDonald Blair Cartmell Bex Milnes David McNamee 

Fraser Cartmell Corrie Craig Andrew Nisbet Emma Fordyce 

Chris Volley John Lunn Lesley Jakubiak Alastair Henderson 

Marc Austin Malcolm Dingwall-Smith Katie Loudon Jim Scanlan 

Kevin Watson Maisie Bancewicz Colm Tracey Bob Newton 

Lynne Lauder    

 

Apologies 

Jane Pottie Susan Moffatt Gemma Smith Lesley MacDonald 

Jack Maitland Ewan Stirling Jon Doig Marc Smith 

Sarah Schmid Nicola Stewart Mike Whittingham Fabienne Thompson 

Billy Vosnakis Maggie Bush Christine Mullen Shetland Triathlon Club 

Peter Ness    
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Agenda 
Item 

Topic 

Item 1 Welcome and Apologies 
David Jack (Chair) welcomed all to the triathlonscotland 2013 AGM. 
No additional apologies were noted. 

Item 2 Introduction 
Geoff Earl provided a brief review of the past year in the sport.   

Item 3 Minutes of Previous Meeting 
David Jack moved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting. Stephen Moffatt seconded this.  

Item 4 Matters Arising 
There were no matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting.  

Item 5 Triathlon Scotland Annual Review 
Jane Moncrieff (triathlonscotland(TS) Chief Executive Officer) speech from the day. 
 

2013 Another year of progress keeping the sport in rude health!  

Firstly, thank you all for attending this year’s Exchange and AGM – great to see so many of you here to support the 
development of our sport. It’s amazing what a free sandwich and a coffee can do to get more of you along to do the 
formal business that is the AGM! However the AGM is not just a time to carry out the formalities it is a great time to 
reflect and celebrate the successes and achievements over the year and I will share with you a few of the many 
highlights we have seen in 2013. 

Before I do this though as has been the triathlonscotland tradition over the last few years I would like to show you this 
year’s video which probably sums up, better than any words I am going to say, why we all love this great sport of 
triathlon. So sit back, relax and enjoy the next 4 minutes! 

I hope you enjoyed that and were able to reflect and perhaps even spot yourselves taking part and achieving some of 
your own personal challenges this year. 

We have, as we always do, produced our annual report for 2013 and while I am not going to take you through it bit by 
bit I do want to share with you some of our key achievements. Aware of the fact that most people do not read an 
annual report we have changed the format this year to make it a bit more interactive. We hope that you will take a little 
bit of time after the AGM to take a look at it and it will be available online on our website. Of course i f you have any 
questions or thoughts about anything in there then please don’t be afraid to get in touch with us.  

2012 was a great and memorable year for triathlon as we all know and remember well and without a shadow of a doubt 
the success in London has given triathlon in the UK and in Scotland a great boost in terms of its profile generally but also 
that it is a sport to be taken seriously now. It is no longer a minority sport but a sport that people talk about, know 
about and above all want to give it a go! It also shows that when it comes to triathlon, GB know what they are doing as 
has been seen by many of the successes our athletes have achieved  in 2013, but more about that later.  

General increase in interest in the sport was reflected in another healthy increase in our TS membership (19.4%) but 
also in Scottish Club membership and a healthy growth in junior and youth membership and participation. Not only have 
we seen an increase in membership of existing clubs but we have also welcomed 7 new clubs into the Scottish scene a 
number of whom are in areas of Scotland that have had no previous triathlon activity. All good news for the sport and 
further evidence to show that the sport is moving in the right direction. This will be a continued focus for 2014 with an 
awareness that we should be prepared for what is being called a potential Glasgow bounce! I will talk a little bit later on 
about some ideas we have and  plan to roll out next year to help clubs prepare for a potential interest post 2014 in 
people who would like to take part. 

Some of you might remember that last year we undertook a series of workshops around Scotland to share with you as 
members our vision for the future and to hear from you about what and where you think the sport should be going. 
Through your feedback and our own plans, we put in a proposal to sportscotland for additional funding, as one of the 17 
Commonwealth Games we were in the best position to do this. 

This resulted in a 21% increase on our sportscotland funding for 2013 with a further increase proposed for 2014-15. This 
has allowed us to recruit additional staff in the team taking our numbers up to 9. These posts are predominantly 
focused on developing the sport across coaching, club and youth development, communications and an additional 
apprentice coach working with the performance team. It will also allow us to decentralise staff a little and we are 
currently recruiting a development officer to work across the East Region with plans a foot for another post. These posts 
are very welcomed and should help focus attention and provide additional support to clubs locally as well as developing 
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stronger partnerships with schools, local authorities and leisure trusts. Whilst we have been busy recruiting and 
inducting new staff this year, and trying to fit them into our sardine tin that is our office, we are already starting to see 
the fruits of having additional skills, knowledge and pairs of hands working in the team to deliver our plans. I’m sure 
many of you have already met some of our new staff and if not then take the opportunity today to say hello!  

Events are our bread and butter. Having no events means we don’t have a sport. Our job is to encourage and support 
the development of new events, work with existing events and to ensure that events are of a high quality and are 
enjoyable and safe for the participants thus making them want to come back for more! Importantly we look at how 
events help us achieve our targets such as increasing numbers of youths and juniors taking part and ensuring events are 
accessible to all and are encouraging as many people as possible from newbies right up to elite athletes. The issue of 
sanctioning is a recurring theme in TS but it is clear to us from feedback we have received that people want to know 
that an event is kosher, meets certain standards and that they will get value for money as a result. We will continue to 
work with event organisers, local authorities and other local partners to ensure they understand the benefits of an NGB 
sanctioning an event. The good news is that the majority of races in Scotland are sanctioned by TS. 

This year we have seen 20 new events appear on the calendar providing a mix of opportunities across the triathlon 
disciplines. There are a couple I would like to mention: 

Perth Triathlon Club ran the first ever 4 x 4 team ITU format relay event this year, aptly named as the Relay Wild 
Triathlon with the kids dressed up as wild animals! They had a great turnout of 29 teams of mixed ability taking part in 
what was a very short format race where each team member completed a swim a bike and a run before passing onto 
the next person. As many of you will know this is a format now recognised by the ITU and of course we will see a team 
relay for the first time in Glasgow. An exciting race to watch and a format that can encourage seasoned triathletes and 
first timers alike, we already believe that there are proposals for a further two events next year and it is hoped that 
sometime in the future we can have a team relay championships as part of our Scottish calendar. 

In September, TS partnered Leonard Cheshire Disability, a UK wide charity for people with a disability, to put on Tri 
Together in Bellahouston, Glasgow. Aimed at people of all abilities and those with a disability, it incorporated a very 
short format triathlon as well as a novice distance format. It provided 162 people, 12 of whom had a disability and 75 
children an opportunity to have a first taste of triathlon in the majority of cases. The feedback we got was extremely 
positive and a fantastic day was had by all. Watching people overcome all sorts of challenges to take part has to have 
been one of the TS team’s highlights of the year. So successful that we will be running this as an annual even t on the 
calendar. Watch out for it next year – volunteers were key to making is a success with a special thanks to Fusion, Lanark 
and GRC for their help and support as well as a big effort from team TS and Leonard Cheshire.  

As I alluded to earlier, as part of our drive to consider preparing for a potential Glasgow bounce we were successful in 
applying for and  receiving £2,900 of Celebrate funding, a lottery fund to help support legacy projects for 2014. We will 
be supporting come-along-athons which will aim to help clubs run activities to both attract new members as well as to 
encourage existing members to take on volunteering roles. We will provide a promotional tool kit to help clubs run 
these events and activities. These events can be anything the club chooses from mini come and tri, to hosting an 
information evening to let people know who they are and what the club offers. Watch this space to find our more next 
year. 

Our age groupers had a record haul of medals this year, 41% increase on last year, and of course it was great to see 
Scottish athletes as part of the GB team, racing in London on the Olympic course at the World Championships! Well 
done to every one of you who got to the start line and represented GB on home soil, in Europe and worldwide. The 
importance of Age Group racing and representation is quite unique in our sport and certainly having visited the 
European Championships in Turkey earlier on in the year it was clear that GB value their age groupers more than any 
other triathlon federation. We dominated the podium!  

We are delighted to have attracted some new sponsors this year. Legends Promotional Products who has supported our 
ranking series this year and next, thanks Nick, and also Sigvaris who will support our development athletes with 
compression kit as well as giving our members a discount on these products and lastly and more recently very pleased 
that one of the premier Glasgow 2014 sponsor Atos chose triathlon as the sport they wanted to work with on the 
athlete ambassador programme. We have Marc Austin and David McNamee working with Atos on a range of schools 
initiatives and with their employees promoting the high performance message. Well done to both of them for that.  

Onto our elite performances – it has been a bumper year for some of our athletes and no better time to see the fruits of 
a successful performance system start to show that it is working. 

We had record successes on home soil, in Europe and across the World. I will mention a few of the highlights but this in 
no way represents all our good results. For more information on what has been going on take a look at the Annual 
Review for more detail. 
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First up and very worthy of a mention is David McNamee racing on the ITU World Series circuit throughout the year and 
achieving  two top 10’s and a 9th place  securing him the first spot on the 2014 Commonwealth Games triathlon team 
announced this week! I’m sure you will join me in applauding David for these results and wish him all the best next year. 
We are delighted to have David joining us today and he will be presenting the annual awards after this.  

Marc Austin, poster boy for the Games, kicked off his year in Oz having been selected to be part of the GB team at the 
Australian Olympic Youth Festival and helped GB team medal tally with a bronze medal. A great start to the year he then 
won a further 2 individual  bronze medals at Junior European Cup and European Junior Champs in Turkey, securing him 
his spot on the GB Junior team for World Champs in London where he won silver in an exciting and nail biting race.  

Grant Sheldon also pulled out the stops this year and having an injury and accident plagued year in 2012 showed us 
what he is made of throughout 2013! Grant’s most notable races this year were his bronze at the Junior World  champs 
in London, 6th at European Juniors and then to top off what had already been a great season he won bronze at his first 
ever senior standard World Cup event in Alicante – becoming the first junior male to podium at a World Cup! Amazing 
results!  

Natalie Milne also took to the ITU World series circuit this year for the first time and earns herself a 6 th and a 15th place 
at World Cup events in Hungary and Mexico. Gutsy performances all year and some great media for herself as she 
frequently lead out the swim and in Kitzbuel found herself in beautiful isolation on the bike for a while at least! Great 
season Natalie and well done. 

For a number of other athletes it was another year of learning with some notable results and PB’s that will stand them 
in good stead for a 2014 season ahead. 

A few other very notable performances worth a mention (and we had a few this year) are 

Jane Eagan becoming T1 World champion again having lost it in 2012 and Ritchie Nicholls winning UK 70.3 and European 
70.3 championships. 

Catriona Morrison who has had a fantastic year coming back from injury and surgery to win St Croix 70.3, bronze at the 
European 70.3 champs and 4th at the 70.3 World champs in Las Vegas! If you are coming back then coming back in style 
like Cat has done has to be commended. You will hear from Cat on the panel discussion shortly but a big well done to 
her. 

There are many other good things to talk about but mindful of time I will give you just a quick few things to look out for 
next year if you are not already aware of them! 

And so to next year!  

It will be an exciting year for the sport in so many ways. By May next year we will be announcing further Commonwealth 
Games athletes in to the team. 

We hope all of you will come along and support the Scottish team – free to view! 

We look forward to working with Glasgow 2014 to host a test event for the games which is likely to be May and many 
athletes will get to race on the course. 

We will hold our 2nd Coaching Conference in February and we hope to see an uptake in attendance from existing, new 
and aspiring coaches. 

We look forward to clubs hosting come-along-athons and seeing club membership rise even more. 

More youth and junior events to attract more youngsters into the sport 

More people taking part and enjoying the sport! Bring it on! 

Lastly just want to finish off by thanking everyone for their contributions in whatever way – it’s the people that makes 
the sport tick! 

Thanks to all the staff who once again have worked hard all year ensuring we meet our business plan targets and all the 
rest. 

The Board for once again helping to steer a steady ship – your time throughout the year is much appreciated. 

And of course to all our volunteers, officials, coaches and, of course, our participants who take part, without them we 
don’t have a sport!  

Item 6 Publishing of Club Colours 
Ayrodynamic Triathlon Club asked for TS to “maintain and publish a photographic register of the colours of tri-suits or 
similar items of clothing worn whilst racing which identify competitors as being a member of a particular club”. There 
was a show of hands and this motion was carried.  
David Jack thanked Ayrodynamic Triathlon Club for raising this issue.  
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Item 7 Financial Report and Approval of Annual Accounts 2011 
As there is a substantial reserve backed by cash, TS traded on a planned deficit of £10,000 in 2012. Alan Skilling, our 
auditor, wrote in his report that TS’ financial report is clean and in good order.  
In 2014, TS will change it financial year to fall in line with sportscotland’s financial year, as they are our biggest funder. 
Therefore, the financial year will be 15 months from January 2014 to March 2015. After that TS will go back to a 12 
month financial period.  
The AGM is likely to stay in November. Triathlon England and Welsh Triathlon successfully have their AGMs in 
November and their financial year end in March.  
The breakdown of the £400,000 income and expenditure can be seen in the Annual Review. If there any questions 
arising from this, please contact TS. 

Item 8 Election of Directors 
There are no resignations and no vacancies on the board at this time. The board structure will change in 2014 so there 
will be vacancies in 2014. 

Item 9 Co-opted Officials 
The board is not proposing and there are no motions to co-opt any officials. 

Item 10 Appointment of Auditor 
The current TS auditors have been auditing the books for a few years now and have a good knowledge and experience 
of our finances. They have changed their name to “French Duncan LLP”, but are the same auditors. David Jack proposed 
that we remain with this company as our auditors and Jill Stevenson seconded this.  
 
French Duncan LLP 
Chartered Accountants & Registered Auditors 
Macfarlane Gray House 
Castlecraig Business Park 
Springbank Road 
Stirling 
FK7 7WT 

Item 11 A.O.B. 
There were no other matters raised.  
David Jack thanked everyone for attending and noted that this is the biggest turnout at an AGM TS has seen and this 
reflects the greatest level of participation in the sport.  

 


