
    

 

 
TECHNICAL OFFICIALS EDUCATION 

 
The aim of British Triathlon's Official’s Education Programme is to provide the sport with well trained and competent 
officials, who will help uphold the sports standards and therefore help to enhance the sport of triathlon. 
 

Technical Officials ensure all participants get the opportunity to race equally and fairly.  Having technical official(s) 
present at races helps race organisers with the delivery of their event and provides valuable objective feedback on 
event standards.  There is a clear pathway for officials in the UK which gives opportunities for participation at all 
aspirational levels, be it to aid club event organisation or to officiate at world class events such as Olympic and 
Commonwealth Games.  
 
The education of officials is an essential part of the development of Triathlon in the UK. The aim of the British 
Triathlon Official’s Education Programme is to service the increasing needs of the competitive programme with high 
quality officials trained to a consistent standard who operate in a fair and professional manner. Technical Officials 
are a valuable resource and as such are rewarded for their time, commitment and skills in the form of a subsistence 
payment of no less than £40 per event.  In Scotland, trainee officials can claim £20 for each of their six shadow 
events up to Regional Technical Official level. 
 
For more detailed guidelines as to the level of payment officials should receive, please read the Officials expenses 
document at www.triathlonscotland.org/volunteering/officials.  
 
The British Triathlon official’s education programme provides clear and equitable routes for progression and 
development and integrates with the ITU official’s education programme to ensure officials are trained to the 
requirements of the ITU to provide greater opportunities to become involved with European and International 
events.   
 
To get started on the official’s pathway, please complete and return the application form on page 3.  Details of both 
the British Triathlon and ITU certification programmes are as follows; 
 

Scottish Technical Official Certification Programme 
Certification Level Eligible Events Criteria Qualifying Process 

Local Technical 
Official (LTO) 

As chief race official 
- Local pool based club events 
 
As assistant race official 
- Scottish national events  
- Events with an open water swim 
 

1. Membership of 
triathlonscotland, triathlon 
England or Welsh Triathlon 
2. Aged over 16 years 

- Attend 1 day LTO course 
- Complete home study 
- Shadow at 4 (2 must be 
pool based) events and 
complete / submit 4 race 
reports 

Regional Technical 
Official (RTO) 

As chief race official 
- Scottish national events  
- Events with an open water swim 
 
As assistant race official 
- British national events 
 

1. Membership of 
triathlonscotland, triathlon 
England or Welsh Triathlon 
2. LTO qualified 
3. Chief official at minimum 
of 2 events as chief official 
4. Assisted at 2 British 
events or Euro/World 
qualifying events in last 2 
years 
4. Aged over 18 years  

- Attend RTO course 
- Complete home study 
- Shadow at 2 open water 
events and complete / 
submit 2 race reports 



 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Technical Official Certification Programme 

The content of the NTO course is designed to enable officials to progress from being part of the officiating team at a British Triathlon Major Event to become the Chief 
Official for one of these events.  The course also covers the information required to be eligible to begin officiating as part of the technical team at ITU and ETU events. 
 

Certification Level  Eligible Events Criteria Area of training Qualifying process Further information 
 
 
National  
Technical Official 
(NTO) 

As Technical Delegate 
- National events 
 
As Official or Chief Technical Official 
- Multisport continental championships 
- Continental Cups 
- Multisport Series Events  
 
As Assistant Technical Official 
- World Championship Series 
- Multisport Championships 
- World Cup Triathlon  
- Continental Championships 
 

1. Membership of 

triathlonscotland, triathlon 

England or Welsh Triathlon 
 
2. Minimum of 2 years 
officiating as a RTO  
 
3.  Have been the chief official 
at a minimum of 6 events and 
have been part of the officiating 
team at a minimum of four 
British Triathlon Major Events 
e.g. GB Championships or 
Euro/World Qualifiers 

- ITU competition rules 
- Event protocol 
- Roles at events 
- Case studies 
 
 

- Attend NTO course  
- Complete knowledge 
tester  
 
Optional 
- Attend an ITU event 
 
Must attend a NTO 
seminar every 4 years 
and must pass the 
knowledge tester (if 
not technical official 
status will drop back to 
RTO) 
 

Following the successful 
completion of both the 
theoretical and practical 
elements of the course 
candidates will be eligible to 
act as the chief official for 
Triathlon England and British 
Triathlon Major Events. 
 
Candidate names are 
forwarded on to the ITU 
annually and following this 
submission officials are 
invited to be part of the 
officiating team at an ITU or 
ETU event.  Providing this is 
successful officials will be 
eligible to apply to act as a 
self-funded official at ITU and 
ETU events. 
 



 

    

 
 
 

International Triathlon Union Technical Official Certification Programme 

The ITU manage and organise the highest two officiating levels on the pathway which provide officials with the skills, knowledge and understanding to officiate as 
either part of the Technical Official team or as the event's Technical Delegate at the highest level events. 
 
As these courses are ITU courses the requirements for attendance and course completion are set by the ITU. 

Certification Level  Eligible Events Criteria Area of training Qualifying process 
 
 
Continental Technical Official 
(CTO) 
 

As Technical Delegate 
- Multisport continental championships 
- Continental Cups 
- Multisport Series Events  
As Official or Chief Technical Official 
- World Championship Series 
- Multisport Championships 
- World Cup Triathlon  
- Continental Championships 
As Assistant Technical Official 
- Olympic Games 
- Major multisport games 
 

1. Membership of 

triathlonscotland, triathlon 

England or Welsh Triathlon 
 
2. Minimum of 2 years as an 
NTO 
 
3. Minimum of 4 ITU events 
within previous 4 years 
 
4. Attend the CTO course 
and pass the exam 

- Technical Officials guide 
- Event organiser manual 
- Technical documentation 
- Case studies 
- Paratriathlon 
 

- Attend CTO course  
- Complete ITU exam  
 
Must attend a CTO seminar every 4 years and 
pass the exam (if not technical official status 
will drop back to NTO) 

 
 
International Technical Official 
(ITO) 

As Technical Delegate 
- Olympic Games 
- Major multisport games 
- World Championship Series 
- Multisport Championships 
- World Cup Triathlon  
- Continental Championships 
As Official or Chief Technical Official 
- Olympic Games 
- Major multisport games 
As Assistant Technical Official 
- Olympic Games 
- Major multisport games 
 

1. Minimum of 2 years as an 
CTO 
 
2. Minimum of 4 ITU events 
within previous 4 years 
 
3. Attend the ITO course 
and pass the exam 

- ITU competition rules 
- Case studies 

- Attend ITO course 
- Complete ITU exam 
 
Must attend a ITO seminar every 4 years and 
pass the exam (if not technical official status 
will drop back to ITU CTO) 


